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In an interview with the New York Times on Oct. 27, the contras' main lobbyist in Washington,
Ernesto Palazio, said President Reagan had damaged their cause by using "excessive rhetoric"
and comparing them to the Founding Fathers. According to Palazio, there is virtually no chance
the contras will receive more military aid from the US, and that the next president would not want
to sour his relations with Congress by requesting such aid early next year. Palazio said that the
contras were grateful for US support, but that the next president should avoid the hyperbole used
by Reagan in an effort to build a consensus. He asserted that Reagan's comparison of the contras
with the Founding Fathers "opened us to ridicule." Palazio said that if Nicaragua were truly as
important to the US as Reagan says, then "your troops would be down there." Despite references
to the contras' moral equivalency with the Founding Fathers as recently as September 1987, in
October 1987, Reagan suspended attempts to convince Congress to resume military aid to the
contras because, in the words of White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater, "we didn't have the
time, we may not have had the votes and there was not a crying need" to seek military assistance
at the time. Reagan said he "would not hesitate" to call Congress into special session later this year
if the Nicaraguan government attacked the contras. Palazio said, "I don't think the Sandinistas will
be so stupid as to attack." The next president, according to Palazio, will have a new opportunity to
create a consensus on Nicaragua, and "break the cycle of suspicion and confrontation." He also said
the next president should be "more vigorous" in support of the peace plan signed by five Central
American presidents in August 1987. Palazio stated that the Reagan administration's ambiguous
position on the peace plan provided liberal Democrats in Congress with an excuse not to require
strict adherence by the Nicaraguan government. (Basic data from New York Times, 10/30/88)
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